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secured the independence of their country. At this place,
for the first time, we got hold of a few straggling Frenchmen.
Next clay, the 14th, we proceeded to Alcobac.a, and halted
near it. The abbey is most magnificent, and delighted me
more than any public building I have seen. The library
and kitchen of the convent are well worthy of admiration.
Part of the French army had just quitted this place.

" We had proceeded next morning about half-way between
this town and Las Caldas ; when, approaching the small town
of Albaferam, the French appeared in sight. Their army was
drawn up in close column, and was ready for action. They
however continued their retreat, and we advanced and
halted near Las Caldas.

" Sir Arthur had received intelligence that the French
General Laborde was strongly entrenched in the mountainous
pass at the extremity of the valley in which the old Moorish
fort of Obidos stands, and that General Loison was at no
great distance from our right. The greatest part of the army
was advanced from the valley to force the pass, while
General Ferguson's brigade (with General Bowes's in its
rear) was sent off to the mountains on the left, with the in-
tention of cutting off Laborde's retreat. We were proceed-
ing in this direction when the French appeared upon our
flank, in consequence of which we formed line, and changing
direction advanced, as the fog cleared, towards the enemy.
We marched over about two leagues of hilly ground, and
when within about one mile and a half of the pass we un-
expectedly perceived the whole of the enemy in direct
march to it, and immediately afterwards our riflemen opened
their fire from the top of a hill upon one of the enemy's
columns, who returned a volley and retreated a short distance.ined that celebrated victory over the Spaniards whichancellor of the Exchequer. She has often told me this herself,
